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Koch: ‘retribution day’ for pledge-jumpers (updated)

by Casey Seiler 

Posted on April 12, 2011 at 11:16 am 
NYUprising’s Ed Koch said “retribution day” had arrived for the 42 lawmakers who signed a pledge to support independent redistricting but have subsequently backed off on that promise.

Out of the 138 elected officials or candidates now in office who signed NYUprising’s pledge before the fall elections, 31 senators and 11 Assembly members have changed their mind — “all are Republicans, save for one Democratic Assembly member,” said Koch, himself a Democrat.

The calls will go out to 100,000 households in the districts of “the individual members who has dishonored himself or herself” — 3,000 per senator, 1,000 per Assembly member — over the next week. The message ends with a younger voice saying the recipient of the call will be forwarded to their lawmaker’s office to file a comment by hitting “0″ on the keypad.

Koch wants the public to push for the “miscreants” to change their minds (“If you want to come back into the fold, we accept you — we’re not going to deny you the opportunity to redeem yourself”) or, if they still refuse, to make sure voters remember to throw them out in 2012.

Many of the Republicans who signed the pledge have complained that the plans currently being pushed — notably Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s bill — could violate the state Constitution by handing the process that’s given to the Legislature to an independent entity. Reform backers scoff at that idea, noting that the ultimate approval of any redistricting map would fall on the legislative and executive branches.

Koch played the robocall that will play in Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos’ district, in which he delivers this following script in tone of voice that you might expect to hear from someone stranded outside Port Authority at 2 a.m. in a rainstorm as several suspicious characters move in. 

Here’s the generic script:

Hi. This is Ed Koch, former Mayor of New York. Last year, your Senator pledged in writing to support legislation that would re-draw the district lines for both Albany and Congress. He pledged to eliminate the tricks and gerrymanders that guarantee the reelection of incumbents, thus preserving our failed system of state government.

But now your [senator or Assembly member] has refused to honor his pledge.

[SENATE] “He refuses to support reform legislation that would apply any sooner than 2022. New York simply can’t wait ten years.

[ASSEMBLY] “He refuses to support the reform legislation introduced by our Governor, Andrew Cuomo.

Please call or write him, and demand he keep his pledge. Tell him that to break his pledge is dishonorable, and you too will consider him an “Enemy of Reform” if he reneges. Our state urgently needs your help right now. Please stay on the line and we’ll put the call through for you now.

Koch rebuffed the notion that Democrats are pushing the issue as a way to decimate the GOP — a position suggested by former Democratic Leader Malcolm Smith’s own 2010 forecast that the party would be able to send their opponents into “oblivion” for two decades if they held control of both chambers.

“I denounced Malcolm Smith as an idiot for wanting to do that, and saying it,” Koch said.

Skelos wrote in a recent letter that Koch’s reform efforts had degenerated into highly personal attacks.

“I’ve always had the greatest admiration for Dean Skelos,” Koch insisted. “Handles himself very well, decent guy — but I was shocked when he did what he did. It was just a dishonorable act.” 

Alex Camarda of Citizens Union, who was taking part in the call, characterized the current process as the “the Charlie Sheen version of redistricting — it’s basically all about winning.” 

Koch visited the Capitol last week to preview the robocalls. Koch met with Cuomo, who reiterated his intention to veto any redistricting plan drawn up under the current majority-carve-up process.

Here’s NYUprising’s video clip of Koch taping one of the robocalls:

Ed Koch "Video Robo Call"

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LksddQ6m3d0&feature=player_embedded
Update: Here’s the response from Senate GOP spokesman Scott Reif:

“The Senate Republicans have already passed legislation to reform the redistricting process and fulfilled the NY Uprising pledge. While the former New York City Mayor is entitled to his opinion, we’re confident that Senator Skelos’ constituents know that he is fighting every day to make a difference on the issues they’re focused on — including capping property taxes, getting spending under control and empowering the private sector to create new jobs.”
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